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You may be
RICHER

than you
think!

What you

Does your memory
sometimes play tricks on
you? Have you ever for-
gotten where you put
that gift certificate you
got for your birthday or
the insurance check that
came in the mail last
month? Did you forget to
pick up your utility de-
posit or close out a bank
account when you
moved? If so, you're not
unique.

Every year the Depart-
ment of Revenue receives
millions of dollars of
unclaimed property that
people have forgotten.
The property comes from
many sources, but the
most common are bank
accounts, utility depos-
its, gift and stock certifi-
cates, uncashed checks,

YOU MAY BE RICHER THAN
YOU THINK!

Y oumay bericher thanyouthink!! Oddsare
that onein seven Washingtonresidentsor
busi nesseshave unclaimed property witha
cashvaluewaitingto beclaimed at the State
of Washington’ sUnclaimed Property section.

Theproperty might beold bank accounts,
payroll checks, or gift certificates. It could
alsobeinsuranceproceedsor utility deposits.
It might even bestocks, bonds, or other
securities. Unclaimed property doesnot
includetangibleproperty suchasreal estate,
boats, or vehicles. Currently, our stateis

hol ding over $200 millionfor over 800,000
owners.

WHAT IS REVENUE'’S
ROLE?

Eachyear, businessorganizationsacrossthe
United Statesreport unclaimed property due
Washington residentsto thestate of Wash-
ington.

need to insurance proceeds and
know contents of abandoned
about safe deposit boxes.
unclaimed

TheUnclaimed Property law protectsthe
fundsindefinitely soit may bereturnedtothe
rightful ownersor their heirs. The Department
of Revenueactsasthecustodianfor the
property and administersthestate’ s




Unclaimed Property programasan ongoing
publicservicefor Washington citizensand
businesses.

Every statehasan Unclaimed Property
Program. If you havelivedinother states,
you may want to contact those statesdirectly.
Thelist of each state’ sUnclaimed Property
Program addressand phonenumber can be
obtained by calling our officeor visiting our
websitehttp://dor.wa.gov. Most states
provideunclaimed property owner searches
onthelnternet.

HOW DOES REVENUE FIND
OWNERS?

TheDepartment’ sprogramincludesacon-
tinuousefforttolocatetheownersof un-
claimed property received eachyear. Adver-
tisementsare placedinmajor newspapers
acrossthestatelistingthenamesand ad-
dresses of owners. Newsreleasesare sent to
TV andradiostationsperiodically. Inaddi-
tion, our owner listingmay be searched on
thelnternet. The Department periodically sets
updisplaysthroughout thestate.

Other attemptstolocate ownersincludethe
useof directories, telephonebooks, death
records, thelnternet and employeeinforma-
tionreportedtothestate.

HOW DO I GET A CLAIM
FORM?

If youthink thestateisholding unclaimed
property belongingtoyou, send awritten
inquiry tothe Department of Revenue,
Unclaimed Property Section, PO Box 448,
Olympia, WA 98507-0448. Y oumay also
printaclaimformfrom our owner listingon
thelnternet. Or youmay call our officeat
1-800-435-2429 (in WA) or (360) 586-
2736 and speak to an unclaimed property
representative M onday through Friday
between the hoursof 8a.m. and 5 p.m.

Thereisnotimelimitfor claimingfundsheld
by the State of Washington. Therightful
ownersor their heirscanstill claim property
reportedin 1955 and thereafter.

Whenyoufileaclaimyouwill needto send
proper documentationto establishyour right
toclaimthefunds. Thisdocumentationvaries
depending onthetypeof property. The
unclaimed property claimformwill explain
what youwill needto provideasproof of
ownership.

Pleaseallow up to 4 weekstoreceiveyour
refund. Claimsinvolving securitiesmay take
uptotwo monthsfor processing.

Department of Revenue
Unclaimed Property

PO Box 448

Olympia, Washington 98507-0448

ToreachtheUnclaimed Property
Section by telephone, pleasecall:

InWashington State
(800) 435-2429

Outsideof Washington State
(360) 586-2736

Fax Number — (360) 586-2163

E-mail Address— ucp@dor.wa.gov

To inquire about the availability of this
publication in an alternate format for
the visually impaired or language other
than English, please call (360) 753-
3217. Teletype (TTY) usersplease call
1-800-451-7985.
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